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difficult a decision to make as has ever faced any man.
Unfortunately he was physically tired to the point of
exhaustion, and morally disheartened by his defeats,
by the overwhelming strength of the Italian army, by
disputes and recriminations amongst his own advisers.
The one foreigner in whom he placed implicit confidence,
Mr. Colson, was suffering from that form of heart
disease which attacks so many people in the Ethiopian
highlands, and he was not present to advise the Emperor.
The Empress, the priests who were attached to the
royal family, and his cousin, Ras Kassa, who had served
him faithfully if not always wisely, all counselled him
to leave the country. His position was not unlike that
of Napoleon III after the battle of Sedan, when he vainly
hoped to meet a Prussian bullet, but in the end had to
surrender.
The alternatives were a flight to Jibuti or a with-
drawal to Gore in the west. Bilatangeta Herrouy, the
Foreign Minister, Igezu, the Military Governor of
Addis Ababa, were both in favour of the bolder course.
They proposed sending the royal family out of the coun-
try but wished the Emperor to go into the West country
with the 'archives* in order to set up the nucleus of a
Government and reassemble his army in the less accessible
mountain districts. Gore is a small town with road
connections to Gambela Post, and thence by river to
the Sudan. In the end a few lorry loads of papers, and
such insignia of a modern government were sent west-
wards by lorry, and with them went Ras Imru, some of
the chiefs and a few of the younger officials, but the
Emperor joined his family and went to Jibuti, where he
was taken on board a British man-of-war.
There were probably two factors which drove the
Emperor to take a decision which many have since

